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For us, the current labmembers, Alan was
our light of hope, a balance to stabilize our
personal and professional lives, and an
inspiration to immerse ourselves in pursu-
ing research. With his untimely passing,
our hearts and minds are filled with grief
and questions. We are united by the
tremendous pain of loss but also through
sharing personal stories and anecdotes.
Alan had an internal glow of wisdom and
charm, rationality and politeness, infused
with delicate humor. When you entered
his office to talk, you left feeling happy
because your work was appreciated, mis-
takes noticed and fixed, and ideas
listened to and supported. We are sure
you are familiar with Alan the scientist
through his outstanding publications.
Now imagine Alan the mentor, willingly
typing every one of his publications using
his two index fingers just days before your
fellowship deadline, or completing a
document hours before a due date, hand-
ing you the polished text, and with his
subtle charm, remarking, ‘‘I noticed you
like to work on a tight schedule,’’ or even
lending his air mattress to a new postdoc
and paying their rent as they try to settleinto a new city. It is these
acts of everyday kindness
and humor that have touched
so many of us and that set
Alan apart in our memories
and our hearts.Alan and hi
lab: a confo
micropatte
permissionNeil Hotchin
University of Birmingham
I was fortunate enough to work in Alan’s
lab in the MRC Laboratory for Molecular
Cell Biology at UCL between 1993 and
1996. From this time I have an abiding
memory of working in a lab surrounded
by a group of outstanding postdocs and
PhD students, recruited and led by this
quietly spoken, meticulous and highly
intelligent Yorkshireman. Alan was the
perfect lab head: he gave you a project
and trusted you to get on with it. At the
same time, he was always there to offer
advice and insight and to gently point
out the flaws in your work. The number
of LMCB Hall lab members who went on
to become successful PIs is some mea-
sure of his ability to direct and mentor
those in his lab. I owe a lot to Alan, and
I loved every minute of working in his
lab. The world is a poorer place for his
departure.s wife, Eileen, on Alan’s 60th birthday with a gift
cal image of stained epithelial cells cultured on
rn. Photo courtesy of T. Omelchenko, used with
from E. Hall.
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One great thing about Alan was that he
was very supportive of women in science.
In 1999, when I started my postdoc, I
knew I wanted to have children. Of
course, I dared not ask Alan during my
first interview whether it would be a prob-
lem. I did ask other members of the lab,
and they reassured me that Alan would
not mind at all, several women had had
children while working in his lab. Howev-
er, when, in 2001, I went to Alan’s office
to tell him I was expecting a child, while
we were just starting to write our Cell pa-
per, I was not sure this discussion would
go very well. To my surprise, Alan was su-
per enthusiastic and genuinely happy for
me. When I brought my newborn to the
lab, Alan asked to hold him and played
with him, tickling his feet for quite some
time. Alan was always encouraging and
never objected when I had to adjust my
schedule for child care or stay home
when my child was ill. A year later, when
I announced that I was expecting my sec-
ond child just as we were finishing our
Nature paper, Alan was again very happy,
saying that I should have many children
since they always came with fantasticfrom the
a
ll 33, Junepublications. In Alan, I have
been lucky to find a supportive
supervisor who never made
me choose between my per-
sonal and my professional life.8, 2015 ª2015 Elsevier Inc. 491
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As I was finishing my PhD at UPenn, most
of my friends were choosing postdoc po-
sitions in Boston or the Bay Area, but
moving to London was an easy choice af-
ter I interviewed in the Hall lab. I was sold
by the enthusiasm of the lab members,
and the subsequent emails back and forth
with Alan to discuss projects reinforced
that I was making the right decision. After
joining the lab in 2000, at the end of our
first meeting, Alan said, ‘‘Make sure you
see some of Europe while you’re here.’’ I
was surprised that my postdoc mentor
would encourage me to do anything
outside of the lab, but I learned over
time that Alan wasn’t just an amazing sci-
entist but was also a nice guy who loved
to travel and understood that everyone
has their own work-life balance. Alan’s
mentoring style was supportive but sub-
tle. His scientific advice often began
with, ‘‘Perhaps it’s worth.’’ and skepti-
cism was often articulated with the lift of
an eyebrow (his right one). In fact, his
advice was so subtle at times that if you
weren’t looking for it, you might miss it.
But if you paid attention, you could learn
a lot from Alan, not just about science,
but about how to be a great mentor, and
an even better human being.492 Developmental Cell 33, June 8, 2015 ª20Laura M. Machesky
Cancer Research UK, Beatson Institute
for Cancer Research
I was a postdoc with Alan from 1995 to
1997 and then an independent fellow for
2 years at University College London.
Alan was my mentor at a crucial time in
my career when I was making the transi-
tion to independence, and he was
extremely generous and supportive. He
also created an atmosphere in the lab of
excitement and passion for science. I
have extremely fond memories of daily
coffees and occasional Friday afternoon
gin and tonics with Alan and the lab,
where we discussed science and told
funny stories. Alan also put up with our
lab practical jokes with grace and good
humor. I remember disguising myself
one April Fool’s Day as a sales rep and
having the front reception announce my
arrival. Despite protesting that he didn’t
have an appointment with anyone by the
false name I gave, Alan was too polite to
turn this ‘‘visitor’’ away. Watching him
politely feign interest as I sat down in his
office and started my speech (with the
lab all hiding around the corner), I couldn’t
keep it up any longer and looked over my
fake glasses to show him that it was just a
joke. We all had a good laugh, and he was
a very good sport. Alan will be remem-
bered as a brilliant colleague and a fun
person to work with. I find it hard to
accept that he is no longer here with us.15 Elsevier Inc.Koh-ichi Nagata
Institute for Developmental Research,
Aichi Human Service Center
Oneweek on from the extremely shocking
news of Alan’s passing, I can only just
start to think about the time I have spent
under his mentorship from 1995 to 1997.
In a word, it was wonderful. In working
with Alan, it was a great surprise for me
to find that quality science and high-
minded personality can be harmonized
in one person. I remember thinking that
having met a true mentor, I would be
happy even if I had to go back to Japan
with no papers. I frequently discussed
experiments with Alan. Although he was
always busy at his desk, he always gave
absolute priority to his lab. Discussions
with Alan were always so fruitful, and an
hour would pass before I knew it. I believe
all of Alan’s trainees share the same expe-
rience. Since becoming a PI, I have set my
mind on being the same kind of mentor as
Alan was (although I might be happier if
my young colleagues would thoughtfully
not accept my hackneyed suggestions.).
Alan’s model has been and will be handed
down in many labs across the world, con-
necting us with the common values of the
Hall lab family. Alan, I have no words other
than ‘‘so many thanks.’’
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I was one of the very fortunate scientists
who joined Alan’s lab and spent almost
3 years there as a postdoc at the MRC-
LMCB starting in 2004. Alan was a very
inspiring scientist, mentor, and advisor.
He was open to any kind of scientific
idea, thought, or project. I remember hav-
ing worked with him on postdoctoral
fellowship proposals even though I had
not yet started working in his lab. Being
available at any time for discussions via
phone and email exchanges, we quickly
realized that we shared a common vision
and scientific curiosity for the project
and very efficiently worked together to
assemble a comprehensive research
plan that obtained funding. Alan was
extremely focused and supportive and al-
ways asked the right questions. But most
importantly, Alan had such a pleasant,
honest, and friendly personality. I still
remember the many inspiring discussions
we had together, not just about science.
He always took care of the wellbeing of
his lab members and was very engaged
and supportive to make sure his postdocs
found the right jobs after leaving the lab.
Even though I have been gone from his
lab for almost 8 years, we continued to
stay in touch and it was always a great
pleasure to see him again.Michael Olson
Beatson Institute for Cancer Research
When I first joined Alan’s lab in 1993 as a
newly minted postdoc, I felt as though I
were a soccer player given the opportu-
nity to move from a lower-division team
to the Premier League, a simile I’m sure
Alan would have appreciated. The atmo-
sphere in the labwas great, and I distinctly
remember two things about talking sci-
ence with Alan. The first was that he could
always be convinced about letting some-
one work on a new thing if it sounded
interesting. And the second is that he
would spend any amount of time talking
with us about our research, so much so
that I would start to worry that he was
probably supposed to be somewhere
else. In fact, he did end up missing his
train a few times in the evening because
we got carried away discussing results.
In addition to being generous with his
time in the lab, he was incredibly kind
and considerate away from work as well,
and I was always struck by how genuine
his interest was in hearing how lab mem-
bers’ partners and children were doing.
I owe a lot to Alan for letting me come to
London to work in his lab and for the sup-
port and encouragement he gave me over
the subsequent years.Developmental CeLudovic Collin
Roche Pharmaceutical Research
Words cannot express the sadness I feel
dealing with the death of Alan. I had the
privilege to work under Alan’s mentorship
during my postdoc at UCL (2004–2006).
Alan was passionate, brilliant, curious,
and inspirational. During my interview, I
told him I wanted to work on neuronal
migration. He looked at me and said,
‘‘That sounds really interesting but I
don’t know anything about neurons..’’
A few months later, I started as an
EMBO fellow in his lab. When the lab
moved to MSKCC, I was not able to join
my colleagues for personal reasons,
which triggered my career change. Upon
Alan’s advice, I moved from academic
research to industry, an excellent move!
After working in London, I moved to
Switzerland, which gave me the chance
to meet with Alan when he was visiting
Basel University. Last year, we had a
good laugh over beer and cheese fondue.
Alan was not only an extraordinary scien-
tist, he was also a remarkable human be-
ing and, foremost, an admirable mentor.
When asked during my leadership train-
ings who influenced me the most, Alan
always comes first. He helped me grow
as a scientist, but also (and most impor-
tantly) as a person. I am who I am today
because I had the privilege to know and
be mentored by Alan Hall.ll 33, June 8, 2015 ª2015 Elsevier Inc. 493
